Ceresco Baptist Church ~ The Ceresco Messenger
December 2021 - “Jesus is the Reason for the Season”

The Lord's Light Within

FIRST CORINTHIANS 13, CHRISTMAS VERSION
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, Strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, But do
not show love to my family, I'm just another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen, Baking dozens of Christmas cookies, Preparing gourmet meals And
arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love to my family, I'm just another cook.
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home And give all that I have to charity, But do
not show love to my family, It profits me nothing.
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday
parties And sing in the choir's cantata, But do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point.
Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband. Love
is kind, though harried and tired. Love doesn't envy another's home that has coordinated Christmas china and table linens.
Love doesn't yell at the kids to get out of the way but is thankful they are there to be in the way.
Love doesn't give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in giving to those who
can't. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust… But giving the gift of love
will endure. May we love one another this Christmas as God has loved us

Members of the Martha Circle met at the church on Oct. 13, 2021. Those present were: Pastor Mary, Marcy B, Ruth S,
Joyce C, Dawn F, Gretchen K, Donna R, Joanne H, Sharon H, Linda C, Joy S.
Devotions - Sharon read from the "Then Sings My Soul" book, reading There shall be showers of blessings.
Secretary/Treasurer: Available checking balance forward $1718.24, less $105.82 Love Gift for March-Sept 2021, less $50
for Pastor Mary's Pastor Appreciation Gift from Martha Circle, add $10 additional for Treasure Sale, and $6 for RADA,
new available balance was $1,578.42. Need to give the Deacon Fund 10% of the Treasure Sale proceeds, so $102.00 to
Deacon Fund. Leaves an available balance of $1,476.42.
Sunshine - sent cards to Penny Wood, Joyce Cary, Ron Chisholm, thank you to Betty Collins for Treasure Sale donations,
Margie Cole, Pam Lutz. Send cards to: John & Ruth Paschen, Bud Halder, Dick Rivers, Lou Ann Brown.
Sharon reported that the cost of the three new handicap toilets was $580.00, a check should be issued to Bob Beltz.
We have three fleece blankets available to give to people.
New Business: Motion by Joanne Henley, second by Joy Sommers to donate $25.00 to the World Mission Offering.
Collections: Devotional $37.50, Love Gift $24.50
Bible Study was Matthew 20:1-16, the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard.
We enjoyed refreshments, and then packed the Operation Christmas Child Boxes. We filled 23, and have items to fill a
couple more to get us to the 25 that Martha Circle is paying the $9 shipping fee. Any additional boxes will need to have
the $9 fee paid by the person donating them. We sang Happy Birthday to Pastor Mary and Dawn Frey. Gretchen King
prayed a blessing over the food and the OCC boxes.

-

–
-

-

-

-

–
–

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

–
-

–
–
–

–

–

–

–
–
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

–
–
–

–
-

Flower Sign-Up

-

December 2021

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

–

–
–

–

-

–

–

–

–

–

–

—

—

—

--

As Long as There's a Christmas
The first few lights glow brightly,
as you watch the season start.
You know you should be happy,
but don't feel it in your heart.
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Instead you think about a time
when someone laughed with you,
and the love you shared then filled your soul.
But too soon it was through.

So Christmas comes with sadness,
and a yearning deep inside,
a thirst for love and peace and hope
that will not be denied.
Late one night you hear a voice,
so soft, and without blame,
and then, surprised, you realize,
He's calling you by name.
"I know your hurt and loneliness,
the heartache that you bear.
I listen and I cry with you
through every single prayer.
"I promised in the manger
and fulfilled it from the cross.
I built a home that's filled with love
for all those who are lost.

Dec 23 Ken & Kay Davis
Jan

3 John & Ruth Paschen, 1959

"So let me come and heal your heart
and give you rest within.
For my way is kind and gentle
and will bring you joy again."
His words still echo through the years,
a vow that He made true,
"As long as there's a Christmas,
I will be in love with you."
--Jack Zavada

RECALL NOTICE!
The Maker of all human beings (GOD) is recalling all units manufactured, regardless of make or year, due to a
serious defect in the primary and central component of the heart. This is due to a malfunction in the original
prototype units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in the reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent units. This defect has been technically termed "Sub-sequential Internal Non-Morality," or more commonly known as S.I.N., as it is primarily expressed.
Some of the symptoms include:
1. Loss of direction 2. Foul vocal emissions 3. Amnesia of origin 4. Lack of peace and joy 5. Selfish or violent behavior 6. Depression or confusion in the mental component 7. Fearfulness 8. Idolatry 9. Rebellion
The Manufacturer, Who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing factory-authorized repair and
service free of charge to correct this defect. The Repair Technician, JESUS, has most generously offered to
bear the entire burden of the staggering cost of these repairs.
There is no additional fee required. The number to call for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R. Once connected,
please upload your burden of SIN through the REPENTANCE procedure. Next, download ATONEMENT from the
Repair Technician, Jesus, into the heart component. No matter how big or small the SIN defect is, Jesus will
replace it with: 1. Love 2. Joy 3. Peace 4. Patience 5. Kindness 6. Goodness 7. Faithfulness 8. Gentleness 9. Self
control
Please see the operating manual, the B.I.B.L.E. (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth) for further details on
the use of these fixes.
WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being unit without correction voids any manufacturer warranties, exposing the unit to dangers and problems too numerous to list and will result in the human unit being permanently impounded. For free emergency service, call on Jesus.
DANGER: The human being units not responding to this recall action will have to be scrapped in the furnace.
The SIN defect will not be permitted to enter Heaven so as to prevent contamination of that facility.

Thank you for your attention! – GOD
P.S. Please assist where possible by notifying others of this important recall notice, and you may contact the
Father anytime by 'Knee mail'!
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