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Martha Circle meetings resume March 10, 2021! Meetings are held the 2nd
Wednesday of the month, March through December. Any ladies of the church may
attend these! We meet at 6 pm and are done by 8 pm at the latest!
Scripture reading for this month’s meeting is 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
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NO FAITH NO FUTURE
January 31, 2021
GENESIS 15: 1-6 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very
great reward.” 2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 4 Then
the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He
took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
offspring be.” 6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
God our Father has made all things dependent upon faith so that whoever has faith will have everything, and whoever does not have
faith will have nothing. God does not expect us to submit our faith to him without reason, but the very limits of our ability to reason is
what makes faith necessary. Because we are limited in our ability to see beyond the minute, the hour or the day, we have to rely on
something and some greater than ourselves. That is where our faith comes in. Faith is the gift of God.
We do not achieve faith; we simply receive it as we read God's Word.... Many of God’s children are failing to
enjoy God's richest blessings in Christ because they fail to receive the gift of faith. They are looking within
themselves for some quality or some feeling that will enable them to believe, instead of "looking unto Jesus" who
is "the author and finisher of our faith."
In our scriptures today, Abraham has simply taken God at his word. So God called Abraham to faith with God’s word of promise. God
made 7 promises. Abraham began this great adventure of faith and freed himself from self-imposed boundaries that would have kept
him from doing God’s will. We all have a faith journey. Have you started your faith journey? Have you entrusted your future to God?
The future really belongs to those who place their faith in God. Our faith impacts all areas of our lives.

POINT 1 – FAITH AFFECTS OUR FAMILY (VV 1-3)
Our faith journey affects our family. The call of Abraham has to do with families. God is interested in our families. The family structure
is created by God. The evidence is overwhelming that the family is the strength and foundation of society.
When God called Noah to build the ark, he told Noah, you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives will enter the ark with you.
After the ark was built, God said again to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole family… (Gen 7:1).
God extends his loving concern to the entire family of Noah. God expects parents to be instrumental in helping children to build their
faith in God from a young age. Our faith can be sufficient covering for our family. We are to lead them into the path of salvation.
God has entrusted precious cargo to us: children, spouses, friends. Our job is to do our part in seeing that the cargo reaches its
destination. As we make this Christian journey, we want to be careful that we don’t sacrifice the cargo entrusted to us so that we can
solidify our position in the kingdom. This is not about individualism in the Christian faith. It is about the royal family of God. The goal is
to make sure that as many as possible reach the kingdom. God cares about family.

POINT 2 – FAITH AFFECTS OUR FUTURE (VV 4-5)
Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. What if Abraham had not embarked on his adventure of faith?
He would have missed out on the promised blessings for him and his family. He would have missed out on life’s greatest
adventure. He would have missed out on his purpose and God’s plan.
I am not saying that Abraham’s decisions was an easy one. I am saying that there are times in your life where having faith is
difficult because you are looking at the circumstances. But faith assured that Abraham would reach the Promised Land. He
would have descendants and be a blessing. Abraham became the father, not just of one child or even one nation, but of a
multitude of people across space and time, as numerous as the stars are in the sky and the sand on the seashore.
The key to growing more mature in your faith is not to focus on the failures but to focus on God’s patient and enabling grace.
Rather than fearing what is to come, know that our faith affects our future and that we have to watch and wait and be faithful
till Christ returns. Faith is central to all of life.
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POINT 3 – FAITH AFFECTS OUR FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD (V 6)
Faith brough Abraham into a right relationship with God. He believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness. Abraham, a
sinner, was justified before God by faith. Abraham fellowshipped with God.
What do we mean by fellowship? Fellowship means common participation in something either by giving what you have to the other
person or receiving what he or she has. Give and take is the essence of fellowship, and give and take must be the way of fellowship in
the common life of the body of Christ.
Christian fellowship is two-dimensional, and it has to be vertical before it can be horizontal. We must know the reality of fellowship with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ before we can know the reality of fellowship with each other in our common relationship to
God (1 John 1:3).
Abraham was in fellowship with God. We see that fellowship in chapters 12 – 22 of Genesis. Abraham’s faith affected his fellowship.
He believed God and trusted Him in every aspect of his live. His faith solidified his future, and the future of his family.

_________________________________________________________________________________

TAKING GOD AT HIS WORD
February 7, 2021

Psalm 56:3 When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.
Trusting is difficult in the best of circumstances but there are just some things that are more difficult to believe than others. Usually our
response to someone or something we do not trust is to contradict what tell us. Remember that as you serve God, there is no situation
you can get yourself into that He cannot get you out of. If you will only trust Him and the direction that He gives.
David who wrote this Psalm absolutely knew this to be true. In this scripture David encourages himself in the promises, power and
providence of God. He knows that it does not matter what the outsiders say or what his enemies try to do, the divine power and
protection of God trumps every situation. In order to encourage yourself as David did, there are a couple of things that you have to
know.

POINT 1 – GOD LOVES YOU!
You can never hear those words enough. GOD LOVES YOU. Think about it in all capital letters. I am shouting it at you today. God
loves you.
God’s love is the very foundation of it all. In Jeremiah 31:3– The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying, “I have loved you with
an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.” The gospel declares God’s love for us all. It is simply the good
news that Jesus came to provide forgiveness of sin for all who believe. The compassionate miracles of Christ prove God’s love. One of
the most compassionate miracles when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
When Mary went to Jesus after Lazarus’ death, she was weeping and she fell at Jesus’ feet. The other mourners who was comforting
her were crying also. Jesus was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. He sympathized with those around him and with Mary and
Martha in the midst of their grief because He loved them just as He loves.
The sufferings of Christ on the cross prove God’s love (Isaiah 53) – He bore our pain and suffering. Greater love has no one that
this; than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
The forgiveness of Christ proves God’s love. God places our sins in the sea of forgetfulness. Micah 7:19.
God’s love for us is seen in His creation.
We should never doubt God’s love for us. If we have God’s love we have everything.
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POINT 2 - HE IS THE GOD OF THE POSSIBLE.
He always does the impossible. The scripture says that with God nothing is impossible. When you encounter a
situation that appears impossible, take God at His word that with Him all things are possible.


When someone says, “you cannot be healed”, you tell them that God says, by His stripes you are healed.



When someone says, “you cannot overcome a situation”, tell them yes, you can because Christ has
overcome the entire world.



Tell them God is your rock, your shield and your strong tower and in Him you find joy and strength.



Tell them you are never alone because God says He will never leave you.

Tells them you are going to take God at His word. We just might discover the all-powerful God who is willing
to do the impossible. So if you are in the midst of an impossible situation, ask yourself, why are you so afraid?
Stop doubting and contradicting and start taking God at his word.

POINT 3 – GOD WILL NOT PUT MORE ON US THAT WE CAN BEAR
God tells us in 1 COR 10:13 that whatever we are going through, we should rest assured that He has managed
a similar situation before AND HE HAS COME THROUGH.
No temptations has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will always provide a
way out so that you can endure it.


God limits our temptations to “such as is common to man.” The good news is someone else has gone
through the same situation. You will never be the first to go through a situation and you will never be
the last.



God is faithful to His tempted children. Satan tempts us and then tattles on us. Satan tells us that
God could not love us because we messed up. Satan say, now that you have ruined your life, you are
beyond God's use. God limits our temptation to what we can overcome. God is not setting us up to
fail. Anything that comes our way, we have to know that His grace is sufficient. We can
overcome.

God is faithful and provides a way to escape from every temptation. 2 Peter 2:9 the Lord knows how to
rescue godly men from trials. He will not leave us at the mercy of the wicked. In the world ye shall
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33).
God does the impossible in our lives. He does not fail. Where we fail He uses it for our spiritual
growth and not to hurt us.
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A Promise for All Seasons
February 14, 2021
Romans 8:28 - And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose.
God has left all of his promises in one place and that is in His Word. We never face any life-situation for which
God has not supplied a specific promise that gives us mercy and grace to help us in time of need. There are
8,810 promises in the Bible and 7,487 of those promises are from God to us.
God never gives us a promise that He does not intend for us to use. He expects us to call Him on them every
time.






God's presence -- "I will never leave thee" (Heb. 13:5)
God's protection -- "I am thy shield" (Gen. 15:1)
God's power -- "I will strengthen thee" (Isa. 41:10)
God's provision -- "I will help thee" (Isa. 41:10)
God's rest -- "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt.
11:28)

Today’s scripture is a promise that should encourage each of us today. It is God's wise plan -- "All things
work together for good to them that love God" (Rom. 8:28). It is the plan that we have to remember
particularly when we are overwhelmed by difficulties and we think God has forgotten us. It is a promise of
faith that we can claim and find peace and comfort.

POINT 1: IT IS A PROMISE THAT BRINGS ASSURANCE
“And we know”. In those 3 words, the Apostle Paul is encouraging us to replace any uncertainty in our lives
with faith. Knowing means we have the knowledge and understanding. It is not just information.
Jesus reassures us that salvation is possible. He reminds us that our decision to accept Him as Lord and Savior
must be timely. We cannot wait too late. We should be reassured that if we just accept him our eternity is
secure. Faith in Christ trades uncertainty for assurance.

POINT 2: IT IS A PROMISE ABOUT ALL THE EXPERIENCES OF LIFE
“All things” work together for good. Not some things but all things. Some experiences are hard for us to bear. We experience things
that shake us and some things almost break us (diagnoses, losses, disappointments). We experience things we cannot understand.
The promise is that God brings good out of our difficult circumstances.
I am sure that there a number of you who have your own stories about how it all worked together for good. When we say all things
work together for good, let me tell you what I am saying and what I am not saying.
I am not saying that all things are good. Terrible things happen that we don’t understand and we say that should never happen to
anyone. But our God is sovereign. He is all-knowing, all-wise, and all-powerful. He can take those terrible things and find good in it.
He is the master and it is all in his hands.
I am not saying that we will get exactly what we want in all situations.
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I am saying that God’s plan will not be thwarted and all that He has promised will occur.
I am saying that the good that comes out of God’s handiwork is not just for your good, but for the good of God and for the benefit of His
people.

POINT 3: IT IS A PROMISE ABOUT A WONDERFUL PLAN FOR BELIEVERS
God has a wonderful plan for His people. We should never be in a position where we do not know where we
are going when our time here is over. God has worked out this wonderful plan for His children. You are a part
of that plan. You are in that plan if you choose it receive.
You get a choice of whether you embrace or reject the promise.



You can be like Jacob who says in Genesis 42:36 – All these things are against me.
Or you can embrace the promise of all seasons and know that: All these things are working together
for good to those who love the Lord and who are called according to his purpose. That should be
you.

You Matter
February 21, 2021
Psalm 139: 1-2; 13 – 14(a). 1You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and when
I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 13For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
You are not an accident. You matter to God. You have always mattered to God. Even before the universe
was created, God had you in mind, and he planned you for His purposes. These purposes will extend far beyond
the few years you will spend on earth. You were made to last forever! Your impact was intended to be long
lasting.
The search for purpose is a journey that we all take. Just know that you are never going to find what you are
looking for by focusing on yourself. It is only when we look to God that we discover that we really matter to
Him. He valued us above all else even His only Son. You were made by God and for God, and until you receive
that, life will never make sense. It is only in God that we discover our origin, our identity, our meaning, our
purpose, our significance, our wholeness, our completeness, and our destiny
Psalm 139 is one of the greatest passages in all literature about the miracle of human conception and
birth. David declares that God is present at conception and birth, because we are made in the image
of God and He has a special plan and purpose for each person who is born. Yes, you matter.

POINT 1 – GOD KNOWS US BECAUSE HE CREATED US
But the true God, Jehovah, understands us, and is most intimately acquainted with our person, nature, and
character. It is good news that God who knows us! That means He knows the good and the bad. He is thorough
in His knowledge of us.
As God begins His work in Genesis 1, the scripture paints a picture of a chaotic world. In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was without form and empty or void. There was
nothing here except darkness over the surface of the deep.
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But it says that the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. Then the Spirit of God moved to bring about
change. Anytime the Spirit of God moves upon a situation or circumstance or life of an individual, change is
inevitable. That is the purpose of the Holy Spirit in our lives and that is to bring about change.

Then God spent the next 7 days creating something out of nothing ... creating something out of the darkness.
Then God created His crowning glory when He decided to “make mankind in our image, in our likeness.” He
created man and God gave him purpose. He created a world and then He handed it over to Adam.
He placed Adam in the most beautiful place on earth. God was also concerned about Adam’s wellbeing. He
fashioned Eve. He made her just for Adam. No one creates anything with that kind of excruciating detail,
with that kind of thoughtfulness and specificity unless it matters.
We matter to God. We are the image of Him. We are the image of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost.
He knows, loves us and created us.

POINT 2 – HE CREATED US WITH PURPOSE IN MIND
Everyone was created with purpose -- their own individual purpose. We matter to the plan of God. We are
critical to our purpose. A man without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder--a waif, a nothing, a no man.
Have a purpose in life, and, having it will provide strength of mind and the needed muscle for the work God
has given you.
Yes, we should have plans of our own but we should always acquiesce to the plans and purposes
of God. Youth and inexperience do not disqualify you from service. When God designs and calls
us to His purposes, He equips us and sustains you during the commission of that call.
Acknowledge God’s purpose in your life. All of us have a role. The scripture of says the body of
Christ needs every part. We are important to each other because we need each other in order
to be able to do the work He has called us to. We are purpose partners in the kingdom of God.

POINT 3 – WHAT GOD MADE HE VALUES
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made. We are made to endure all this life throws at us
because we have a Savior who is an expert designer. He has created in us with a level of endurance that no
other creatures have.
We are fearfully and wonderfully made but we need the blood designed by God flowing through our
veins to keep this human vessel alive. At some point in our lives of each of us, we are in need of the
blood of universal donor who offers his blood freely to sinners. It is the blood of Jesus Christ given
that we might receive that eternal life through His death. It is priceless, yet is offered 'without
money and without price'. And it is suited to all sinners, for Christ is the 'universal Donor'.
He did not leave anything about you and me to chance. He designed it just the way he wanted it.
And when we were in jeopardy, He stepped in and shed His own blood as a ransom for us. That is how
I know we matter to God.

